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Palm Bezeh County Fail Terms 2086
Girand Jury Presentmens
Fart B
Jannary 31, 2067 i
Individuel Uneikics Behavior within tde City of West I‘ulin Beach
biblies Commmnittee |
Factusl Basis: ]

The testimony and evidence befere this Grend Jupy established ﬂ:,ww as vollows:

On July 12. 2604. afier the discover;y of Repablic Pircoertios C\')‘l;pcratmn‘s | legal
connechion to now Wes: Pah Bench Ciry Sonuaisdioner Rey Liberti’, ¢‘ity of West Palm
Beach Mayor Loid Fravkel apacounced the formstion of an Etkics jt?u:mnittue Sl

!
appointed 2l members including her fend S1ate Representative Mary Iifandenb':rg.

I July 20086, after her appoinument ;u the Lihies Commirties, r‘u‘iary Brundenburg
met with members ot the Northwood Kenaissanez. 2 pan-profit ccmmn;ufy development
corparation in the nortb end ¢t the oty of West Falm Beach. "‘hr% organization 18
cotnprised of voiunteers whose mission is 0 revitalize poor arsas and st; bring aboul and
supporr atfordable housing oppormturuties for low it moderste inccn%;c residents,  ln
attendance at this mezting held ot Norhwoik) on 24% Sneer, were Miéry Brandenburg,
velunteer President Carl Flick, Executive Director Terri Murray. pu;!itical consnlisnt

4 v 3 !
Donoa Brosemer, and privere banker Terry Fox, who 1s a volunteer baard member that
servus as Treasurer and Real tistate Comunitie2 Chair of MNonthwoed Renz ssanc.

" Ropublic Propertise Comvorsnon, 3 real eslate deverd opFuer; company, phxl consulung Fees 1o then City
Conunissioner Ray 1ibert 1o relazion o e City Comer Frojser |
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The purpose of the meeting was to discuss with Rep. Mary Elrandenburg, in her
role as an Ethics Coramittec member. the Northwood Renaissa.nae%ﬁ peregived cthics
violations by the City of West Palm Beach in conjunction with T,hci deueiopment of &
“Village Center” project and a Publix supermarket in the Norlh?vnc%: business district.
Northwood Renaissance members expected Rep. Brandenburg 1o aq‘:dress these ethical

|
18su¢s as part of the Eihic’s Conusission's work and create some typeiof code of conduct

uf avceplable behavior. |
|
i

Mary Brandenburg dismissed (a1 discussion and imediate]}‘%addressai her own
agends, » lessor on how (o get things done 1 the City of West Palm Ii3each. She made it
very clear that if Northwocd Renaissznce wanted to thake progress ml the political arenn
of the City of West Palm Beach, they were going to have 1o play %the came the way
everybody olee did. The memmners of Northwaood Renaissance were ﬂébhetgas:ed taat the

Mayor would rmeet with Carl Fhcek,

The agenda of Rep. Brandeuburg progressed to how com:niésinncrs or clected
officials could receive compensation for thewr vates. Mary Brm:den;burg discussed the
nght way and the wrong wauy o make contribulions, giving dn example of an
mappropriate way to offer morey; bnbzs und bogus consulling agreem?cms with a spouse

of the elected official. '

At the end of the 2 14 hour meerting, Cal Flick, was taken aback by what Mary

Brandenburg had said. He needed to sleep on it and would get l:!mck to her. The

18]
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following day, Mary Brandeaburg made 1f very clear, you've ot 10. tnﬂ Flick did not

-

reguest a meeting with the Mayor.

E
1

e
There 15 no tesumony or ¢vidence that Mary Brandeniurg \r’as acung at the
direstion of Miayor Frankel ‘

The Grand Jury evaluaicd the estimomy and noted at sdrne points Rep.

Brandenbury’s responses to questions, [or 8 meeting that occurred recently (July 2006).
indicated at best a lack of sccurate memery. The Grand Jury found ofther witnesses 10

have more accurate memories. Further, the Grand Jury found conoboration of the Jfuly

2066 meting in the testimony heard and records, mcluding & phone mi&ssag&, reviewed,

i

This Grund Jwey finds the testinony from the Northwood chajssancé witnesses fo be
compelling and credible.  Appl¥ing jury instuction 3.9, this Grand Tiry guestions the
reliability of Rep. Brandenburg's testimony, This Grand Jury relied wpon the credible

testimony and evidernice.

Conclusivns

i

Mary Brandenburg is 2 friend of Lois Frunkel, Mary Brand%‘-nburg met with
1

representatives of the Northwuood Reauissance in her capecity as a nwnf_\lmr of the Ethics
Commuttes of the Cily of West Palm Beach. Of significance, is that Niary Brandenburg
|

met with volunteer members of 4 pon-profit orgunization und insim::lald that the way to
I

suceesstilly conduct business in the City of West Palre Beach was to} write substants)
checks t3 e Meyor's cmapaign accounl. i
3
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Mary Brandenburg did not act o thicaily in hior position &5 an 'E:hu:'s Cormiltes
member. The conduct she exhibited in her posiion er Cihics Cmmnit:;ee member in the
meeting with the Northwood Renaissance can o}V be described as u.rjethicu.l. Her goal
was cieat and coneise: Deliver a message to the Notthwood Rmajssa}ncc organization.
Act hike al! the other develupers. "Pay w play” in tae City of ‘v\lres: Palm Buach.
Financial contriburions wiil make you an insider. Financial contr bm;inns will get you
votes and suppon. |

Mary Brandenburg's conduct wnd message srculsted thei “pay to play”
atmosphere of the City of ‘West Palw Reach  Her message was and ;as mdicatve and
confirmatory of the “pay to play”’ environment in which deveiopers co%uiuct buginess in
the city of West Pairn Beach. i

The Grand Jury is appzlled by M#rs- Brandenburg's lack of ER:«tm':pa.s:sinn and
concern for the cinzens of West Palm Beach. This Grend Jusy 'ipp!zmds the Northwood
Rensissance organization and suppert their continued efforts. and is s.u]demd by the loss
of affordable heusing opportunities for lower Lo middle income remdenjlrs of the City of
West Palm Beach. i
The citizens of the City of Wesl Pahn Beach sxpest and deserve integrity and

ethics in their elected oificials. i



